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Leighton-Linslade Partnership Committee                                       9th September 2021 

 

Title: Community Forum Youth Survey 

 

Report of:  Vivien Cannon, Head of Cultural and Economic Services  

 
Purpose of this report:     To update committee on work progress 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

The Partnership Committee is asked to: 

1. To note the report 

 
Information  
 
1.  At its meeting on 05/09/2019, (Ref: 21/LLP) Committee requested a Community Forum 

representative lead the delivery of a youth survey to find out what young people need 
in Leighton-Linslade. This followed discussion about aligning the research work of the 
Forum more closely with the issues that Committee wished to gain an understanding of 
and with the potential to respond. Therefore, Committee wanted the focus of questions 
to be on services that were within the two council’s control.   

 
2. Progress on the work was interrupted by Covid-19 restrictions. Whilst a large-scale 

survey exercise was originally desirable, it was later agreed that rather than wait for 
the right time, it would be more productive to undertake a smaller focused survey in 
recognition that young people would benefit from attention. At the time, the roadmap 
out of Covid-19 restrictions was unknown. To this end, the survey is planned to focus 
on the age range of 12 to 16years.  

 
3. The Community Forum representative, supported by officers, convened a steering 

group of seven comprising of: 
 

 Community Forum Chair 
 Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC) - Youth Services, Community Engagement Team   
 Leighton-Linslade Town Council (LLTC) - TACTIC, Cultural & Economic Services 
 Community Action Bedfordshire 
 Groundwork East 
 
4. The focus of the questions is about youth provision within the parish as defined below: 
 

 Open access equipment, spaces like parks and sports areas, 
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 Youth work delivered at no set venue, e.g., outreach, online services, 

 Venue based youth provision, e.g., youth clubs, community groups, service venues. 
 
4. The aim is to deliver the survey in early October and bring the results back to 
     Committee at its meeting in December. 
 
5. The group has drafted a short survey with questions designed to capture key themes.     

The questions have been reviewed by CBC’s Consultation Officer – see below:  
 

(i) What activities do you enjoy doing outside of home?   
e.g. Sports / Hanging out with friends / Other 
 

(ii) Where do you go for these activities?   
In town / High Street/ Parks Community Building/ Other 

 

(iii) What activities do you enjoy doing indoors?  
Sports/ Dance/ Arts / Other. 
 

(iv) How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the young people’s provision in the town?- 
Very satisfied/satisfied/unsure/dissatisfied/very dissatisfied. 

 

(v) Are there any other leisure activities that you would like to see provided in the 
town?  

 

(vi) What new or different services do you feel would make a difference to young 
people? 

 

(vii) Would you prefer activities to be? 
Venue based or outreach/moving around to other areas. 

 
(viii) Which of the below have you experienced that have prevented you from attending 

groups before? 
They were too far away/I didn’t have a car/public transport couldn’t get me there/I 
didn’t know anyone else attending/it was too much money; I didn’t feel   
comfortable.  

 
(ix) How often do you usually access online youth services?  

Weekly/monthly/yearly/less often/never 
 

(x) About you:  
Gender -  Male / Female / Other                  Postcode -  

 
6. It is planned that TACTIC will lead with the delivery of surveys within the schools and 

access to other organisations, groups, and young people, will be led by the steering 
group members each leading on various contacts. This may be supported by an online 
survey and an open house drop-in session in a town centre food venue to capture 
wider feedback in an informal way. There will need to be measures in place to reduce 
the potential for repeat responders given that officers will target many young people 
through schools, who may also attend local groups, etc. Preparatory work is ongoing.  
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Conclusion and next Steps 
 

7. This short yet targeted survey will provide valuable insight to young people’s provision 
needs at this moment in time. 

 
8. The focus on youth provision places the two councils in a position to respond to survey 

feedback.  It is likely that responses will touch on wider themes potentially beyond the 
remit of the two councils, e.g., health or community safety issues. Such information will 
be passed to relevant organisations and services for their awareness.  

 
   
End 
 
 


